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ThOOllOntls o f y~ars before t he flo_,· HlSfORY 
ing of Greek civililllt'Ufl , .n ocean Sp.1n 
away , the continent 01 N()Ith AmeriCil 
""". I nh~blt~ by grOll pt QI people. SOme 
of t !\c$e people livttd in the area we I'IOW 
call Ok lahoma. Tholl!lh we u!lC t he t erm 
" Indian" Columbul mi".klmly gave t hl'm, 
they _fll, in hoc!, the lint Amerieans. 

The r~ istenc. of \h_ n..t'VI! Amcr 
ican, i, ~rded today by the 1001$ and 
Innh leh on the I~tlom (or $il",) when! 
t ho:ry liYfld. Ofron tl~ tho:se I i," we", 
buried by SClil be ing blown ov~r \ Ioem 
by the wind Or e~rrled over Ih@m by 
flooding w~lers. A new ground surf_ 
on which faler groups of people might 
also ""nl, was created by th is wind ..wJ 
WitIM action. Too pasSing of centuries . ,Id 
IlIpeatl!d SIIlti8lTM!nll caused a sort of ~nd· 

with 01 $I;I ill baarlng evidence o f differ\!f1\ 
groops 01 p!K.Iple in each of the layel1. 

We might think of these deposited 
soil$ ;)$ a OOYI.'r which _ led 1M indie. 
liens of the l im Americans !III lely in pi_ . 
The archeologist il an individua l who h8$ 
been trained to rl!fTlOv~ this cove. care· 
fully 10 lnal 100is and 1.<iSh whiCh _'" 
abimdoned by prehistoric peoples can be 
found eKactly as they we," left . 

fn t he summer 01 1962, ~rcllllol09i1tl 
began work at one of Ih"", " l tIS al0119 Sa
line Cree+; near Grand Ai.", in I>Orlhean 
Old.home. 
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0.,.1>01 deposits 011<><>1. and u ..h 1<11 by p,.hi>101 k po<>pl<
or. <>Ido , th.~ ,h.llow dopositl. 
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The P..ckard si~ took itl name from 
IhI:: owne< of the l3I1d ......,er~ it was sit 
u~led . lu loc.tion would soon lle.undcr 
I~ Wliters of a lake 10 be formed by 11111 
damming of Grand Ai~r. Imminelll .... 
slll'ction and potenli~1 loss at varuuble 
information had decidold the fate 01 Ih~ 

sile. II was 10 he soolvaged. 

ArcheolOOJi,ts COrlductcd uC/ivations 
at Packard for 45 days. Laya. ,It",. ~ytr 
of $(II' _ .e~ Wilt! almost wrllieal 

pr8CISlOl1, and the situ.lion of NCh ilem 
fOtJnd was p.)ln~laki"'Jlv recorded. With 
the n~1IG1 l<JC3tion of I~ material remains 
"oled and photographed, archeologists 
_I able 10 relurn to the laboratory. 
Then ~gan the mconltruction 01 Ih~ lonu 
SOl'lJlMIr>Ce of human lif. at the Pao:;klll"d 
.ite. The archeologist OMS such cxueme 
CDre in um;:overlng and 'l!O»rding 50 that in 
the l~boratorY he <:<0" r~Struct the 
IUrfllCll of thl:: site ulIICtly as il was left 
by iI, prehinoric inhlotJil.nts. 
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RllKED TOOLS 

'/~ It .,,1., of pr eil.,,-, ,II","."" ~ '" ' oJ. Ir. "'fM 
I~ fir. _~"14""" of. Pd, ,"",. F",,,, . J.".. 
",..,h bwd 0/ (lbtt (1'/' 1 t/" {11",_,k« h .....I.t 
~JI . lid. vI 11m. '~ ith" lui",,,,,,.,,,,,, TIl, ....., 
t>f" "'," ",.d. " ,,,,, • ,k., ull~ Im/ddf. } I • • "d 
/0 fQ~1r Q., rlr' d..,,,d '''''''' "I 'h~ fi~Jsh'd 
,,,,,I. n•• lip of ,/r • • ",1.. II'I~MI u "wI W ~"./P. {m" ......,t vI fllnt -h opP/"t 

Pr~hinoric man at the Plltkerd , ite 
probltb ly had BalY IICttSS to ~ local, good 
qU lL li ty Ilinl, II I, grey In O:Olor with 
blotches of .....11&, iliad< or darker grey. 
l ll'lJII. rough blocks of this flint wen 
$mnhold with other sto~ to prod~ 
smal ler piect!s. T he flint worker could Ihcn 
use II de<:!< antlll< \0 p<8SS'''B smaller flak es 
off the roup. obj.::1. His fini$hed 1001 
milt'! be a point lor his dIofl., II knife 
with ~ sharp cutting ~, or • 1C1'8r>er \0 
cle~n the hides of deer or rabbit . 
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Tilt! !!Vidence 10' those 11m people 
at PIIC~ard came h om around 1010 12 
1....1 below Ih .. !,II'oulld .... rf~, It wItS 
Ih.. dlltlpI:!1I1 INY~' 01 roil conlaini"g lig", 
of ImIn, !II1d, thu., lIIclJ4I<.>IOOJislS think 
it WlOS probeloly the urll8&\ (08I'iod in lima 
thai ITlI:!f1 liWld HI Ihe Jile, Below i\ lay 
9n....el. 

H••c/tllll t/tll d..~" 1#,.. QJ I~II .1,,,,,IUd,It. u,d "f tit, ,."".. ,Ion .f", 45 do)'. ofdlU/n,. 
I. lit., 45 thy. 'itr .'<ltrOlo", ..1<,.~- ~.J wn",...
",oJ the '"oJ"'.I'''.' vi " ... ,(y JO,(X)O , ••" "I 
Itumo" /if•. 
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HPEOPlE 


Archeolog'Sli believe Ihbl at Io!3rt 
/ivc di lle.efll '10U,lS of 1>eo\J1' ""me to 
camp on the PackArd ,i,e .rter th~1 lint 
group . JuS! as nur AUlomolJile ""t! li!lht 
hulh ..... ill 8flr"Ja' diffar",a 10 ardu.ologi.ts 
of lila fUlUr a than the WWv ~nd wh~le·ui l 

lamp 01 18th century Americ~n~. so the 
remains of the first 9'oups of people 
at Packard ditter from Ihosa of IDler tifMo$. 

In the dwpftt l<.>Idestl IIreas, ilint 
points lfJ mud. lIS two Bnd II hilif incht!$ 
long 'NIl.e found bl I depth of 10 feet. 
Soma points fuo.md 18 inch ... down "":"~ 
a& li1\le 8' I half irn:h long. Archeologim 
have found lMl ' lO be lha CllMI 81 mo.t si,"II 
where prehlltorlc man li...ed over long 
pei'"lod$ 01 lime. Thus, they say that man 
In North Amenc:a used the spear Of dart 
with ~ lar!lll point for tnooSllllds of years 
and th." alowly wok up lila .rrow willet> 
holds. mud> Im.ller poIm. 

The _y form 01 tilt- points ch8rlged 
0V8f lima. 100. The JIIICOf>d group$ 01 
people to visit the PeckBrd si te le ft th• .,., 
doort pointl in t~1f RIme layer of soil 
which __ unCCMlr&d some 9,500 years 
lat~r by thlt IrclM!ologiCllI crew. These 
points IWre of speei.1 interest to arche· 
ologists b4!a1URI of their differing form~ 
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POI~S 


Two :Ire sha~d r~lht'r like a willow 
leaf, a form .-.inch archoologisu believe 
witS commonl ... us«! by early prehistoric 
,nan, The rcm.:lln1no9 one tl3s a notch on 
",!he< ilOO ncar thc b.lse where it was 

attached 10 th~ wooden dart Of $Pear, It 
used to 00 thought, at leaSI In thiS area 
01 Norm Amcrlea. thaI the point Wl\h 
notches was uocd bV prehistoric people 
.11 a la lcr period 01 time. Bl:!'ClII,j5e they 
were foulld .11 tile same deolh, a.cheo 
!l1~ts can now say Ihal In nonheMI Okl. 
homa these two forms 01 points _"I 
being used by the same people. 

Also I""nd in the ~ '''fer 01 $Oil 
w..s a "'''pit which Md been dug ,nlO 11M 
9<OImd by IhI! ...me prchist or.e campef'$ 
who used the threo: dan POInt$. Th" 
fi.epi l _ circular in ShOllX' and about 
6 irl(;hes deep. 

A lirep'l is IIIWl1YS II $1)8('81 find 'Of 
;m archeologist ~ IJ() much Inlorma
lion can be !Jilin«! f,o'" it. in Ihll CMe, 

Charcoal Ifrom bu."'Id 1(0)11) ~n(j burrlMl 
earth were found in t h~ tJit. The chatCOliI 
was collected very ca.~fuIiV. Scientist•. 
by examining th~ CI'bon ill ChHrCOiIl, 
ar~ nble to gi~e us th~ _pp.uximata (IAIS 
it was burned. This sci.,ntific p.~ is 
call~d radiocarbon dating. 





FIRE PIT 


The charcoal t rom the " '",pi! _ 
radiOOllrbon dated ~1 about 7,500 B.C. 
A.clMlOlO<Jittl a t the P;xkerd site _.11 
forluNle 10 find the fi~tt Ind th" Ih,ee 
dlffe,en' !JOints uactty :IS t hey wefll !ell 
9,500 Vl!llf, "p. All 100 often,' bulldoler 
buIlding ••oad would have broken and 
~ttered tt.. three POints hundreds 01 
leet from NCh o ther and the <:Moon from 
the !orepi! WQuld I.....:: ~n pushed to the 
..de 01 • IlUper.higtlwav. Maov limes, 
people haw fYtII1 dug Into totes for the 
purpow: of findir>g "arrowheiKk" to add 
10 then I)8rtonil eolie(:tionl. If th i. had 
been the C8&8 at Ihe PilCkerd li l~ . those 
th'" d.. t pointS would be gathering dun 
In sorneooe'l CIO$l!t ar.d the f i,epi' jun 
a jumble 01 dlrl, a victim of 8n uneducated 
,hOlH!I. 
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DEVELOPMEt'r 


For ~ period of 4,500 year! alIef 
th~ second occupatioI'!, the Paek.ard site 
.....a. vi.ited ott and on by d,Hercnt groups 
of peopl~. The darT or lflIIiir point•. serap
IIrs. kniy .... Hnd dril" loond IndiCillB 1M! 
hunti,,!! Bnd !JII1Mri"'J Io)lflalr>ed Ilia only 
'IOUrc,," of food lor 11_ J.IfOI.Ie. Ow. that 
time period. though dart J,IOinll _re S1i11 
used to bring d<;lWl'l Iar'Ji 9l'mB IInjrr\lOl~. 
th~r form d>ilnged somewt>.l. Thill these 
forms changed iIOd tllft __tein lI'0ups <.>1 
prehistoric ml'fl uWd «'I11;n forms during 
different lime periods .1i0W'S 8I'cht/ologists 
to give very generil dll" for the people 
u~n9 the poinn. 

n.. IlOin u ~ft OIl The Pad<lIm oil<! by 
tho. prehilwric men who used il as 
a hunting station pone!ll I dramatic il· 
IUslratiO<1 of the chan!,Jd in the form of 
points. Another dramatic change took 
place In northeastern Oklahoma which is 
also illustrated at the Packard sile. 

fn the upper 30 inch... of soil, archeo
logins found 23 pieces Isherds) of pottery. 
The development of POItCf'V bV prehistoric 
m;>n is boIlirMId by arc:h&Ologin< to have 
occurred at the _ gerWlral lime as the 

use 01 the bow lind ...row lind I"'" 
addWOfl of fuming to hounting lind 'JIll""'.· 
ing lIS mBtl'lodt of obtaining food. Theso. 
prehistoric Oklthomt fa,,,*,, were Quite 
probably r.i.ing maile, tquasn, 8fld c-m 
to add to the yr~in, nUl •. and berries lhey 
had prwioolly gathered tram Ihl! wild. 

" 


http:J.IfOI.Ie


9 

-
" 




• • • POIIBlY MAKERS 

The lirst group 10 move Into Packard 
were th4! ~~rlilflt I-IOlt...-y-making people in 
northe!l'lu,n Oklahoma. Ttwl Woodland 
people'!, II they aro known to ~rcheo
logisu, _8 Itill hunleu iII\d were using 
large dan poi"IS 10 fell gilmc:, bul they 
may have .Iso been 'arming 10 some 
Cl<IMI. 

Arch&oIOgi.t. beliwa Ihallhese Wood 
land people might h~va lived In Missouri 
and K~"lttS in earlinr tltTICI Dnd then 
$Iowly mi9'1I1ed 10 IIOrlheltSlCrn Oklahoma. 
Because Ih,", pottery is like that made by 

man in Ohio .,,<1 Illinois !rom 300 B.C. 
10 A.D. 500, i, il possible Ih~l Oklahoma's 
Woodl.,1tJ people ca,.,..., inl0 cont3Ct wilh 
the p'll'historic Indians 01 Ohio Dnd Illinois. 

...... ,~,,;,~ 
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The second groups of pottcry·makor5 
Ilvln.g at Pack~rd used grou nd up mu....1 
she ll to ~d to the clay of the ir po ttery. 
In conlr;)!;t. the earlier Woodland peoples 
used crushed rock . Thi, teCOnd grool' 
might possibly have been lanne ... too. 
Howewr, because lhe<e WElre 10 law pot· 
tery Iherds found. it is bel iwtld thn the 
PlK:k,rd tit~ WlIS ~ hunting station rather 
than I village site where farming and 
pOttery·making were being done. 

A vi llllgltl site _en l mil" nonh of 
Packlrd -..s to hil'>'t! been In U$e wh ile 
thi. woond groop of potterym.)l(ing people 
lived at Packard. Possibly bands of huntef$ 
IItn I ou t from this vi II. to being b;K::tc 

ge.rte dr.wn to the salt water s,prlrl9" 
WM the IlISt U$l! of the Packard site 
by prehistoric 1m"'. Along with the darts 
of ••rHar times, these hunters were prob
ably also U$ing thu bow.nd arrow. 

r- Jiff~rrnl .tmdr of POIf~", ...,., f",,,,J 
.1 Ih. /'KUrJ nk . A la,.. ..-i,h ..,... dff(nfJoe 
f1"" ,...n., I"", of ""It,.., .Uo,",' MK kilNb•,d~,..,. " ,.,q .... F.dMd 10 _1 ,...... ,_ 
P'<l""1 ·_U", , ,,,,'/'' "I _'* ItNd ,~~" 

____ OO'mO, ..... , " ",," .._, .. ,.. , "" .... ,.. 
,. ,.." n .... ,~ ".... ot ....... 

__.. ' ''" .... ''''.N •• .... .....-"' ..-, ~ ....,.. ,,
- . - - . , ," 
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I.4KE HUDSON 


Th~ long history 01 P!lGhrd carne lu 
an ~nd in th~ summt!r of 1963 wh~n 
archwlogist. compl~t"d the excavation of 
the site. The ,<:cord. and photograph. 
made during the site's e~cavatlon !!3ve 
ar<:heologists information needed to de 
termine who u~d the Site and how it was 
used. Today the terr3Ce of the Saline Creek. 
that provided a home for man for thou 
~ntts 01 yeors lies under the water of 
Lake Hudson. 



 



For addilional Inform.I"'" Olbwl II>e fu<I"~II"9 p<e!1~o/)' ,,1 ","h
Malem Oklol>o",". e"",,"~ 'h" i<>lowing boo..: 

1l1l>I The CuMur81 Seq""""" • 'he PK'lrd SI'o, May.. County, OkIO_ 
hom~~ G. W:tOkoli. Ol<lahonlo _r tHIn "'''''' Projoct,
AK:h II_" No. t, Normln. 

Th", '"'POrt ill on anolytk;ol rtudy 01 1M 1ge2-1\3 (1)1"....10"" ., 
1M P""klrd S~•. 

19W 0.,."""," "',..,h46<>10{rY· on ",""",II..:! BIbIlGgr"",,>,. By Robarl 
Bllil. 51....... My.."", Pub""."'" No. I, The Unlwl~y of 0\(101)<>
mo P...., Ncrmln , 

Thl$ blbllo~rap/1y provIdM ~ guide to IHorllu," <<>'fWIn; I"" put 
'''' tII"".o"" .....'" 01 humon o<ou,,".ion In Okl""""'. "" ro
""r~ by .rohoologl<ol wor\[ 

Hoi....	, "'01)'. "" P...~ord Silo (Prel1l&t<>l1c Poopl. of 0,1""""'. "0. 1) 
No",,"n, ''''' Unt..BHy 01 OkIahomo 610 ..11 "'''"''"' and Okl<.1>.,,,,.
"'",/ieQloglcol 6urv<»', Oc,oeer, 1973. 20 pp. 
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