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lETTEr frOm ThE DIrECTOr

    in celebration of the state’s Centennial year, 

the museum focused most of its attention on 

“all things Oklahoman.” Behind the scenes this 

year, the museum’s curators, exhibit developers 

and fabricators worked at a fever pitch to unveil 

collecting oklahoma: a centennial celebration. 

This beautiful exhibit, created wholly in-house by the 

museum’s exhibits team, was the most ambitious 

temporary exhibition the museum had ever mounted. 

It was a tribute to the rich and fascinating natural 

history of the land called Oklahoma and to the rich 

and fascinating tradition of collecting and preserving 

that natural history that our museum and its scientists 

have honored for even longer than Oklahoma has 

been a state. Finally, it was a tribute to the skill, 

craftsmanship and scholarship of the museum’s staff 

of developers, designers and curators.

    Our research during the past year focused on 

Oklahoma as well, with archaeologists and 

paleontologists teaming up to work on a site first 

discovered by J. Willis Stovall in the 1940s—bringing 

us a more complete understanding of Oklahoma’s 

environment 20,000 years ago. Our herpetologists 

studied today’s environment in Oklahoma, 

conducting surveys of amphibians and reptiles in 

three Wildlife Management areas, while our 

ichthyologist examined changes in the fish 

populations in tributaries to some of Oklahoma’s 

reservoirs. Our ethnologist and native american 

languages curator continued to add to our knowledge 

of past and present day Oklahoma native americans.

    With many of our projects focused on the past 

and present, you might think we are not planning for 

the next 100 years. That certainly is not the case, as 

intensive planning and design-work has been ongoing 

for another project, to be unveiled in the spring of 

2008. The new Paleozoic gallery, a permanent exhibit, 

will replace half of the exhibits in the Hall of ancient 

Life and cover more than 4 billion years of history—

from the forming of the Earth itself through the great 

extinction at the end of the Permian period. 

    Throughout all of this planning, selection of 

specimens, drawing designs and ongoing fieldwork, 

the museum continues to host thousands of visitors, 

produce educational programs for children and adults 

and teach classes for school children.

    The museum will be here for the next 100 years, 

working to inspire curiosity about the unique state 

called Oklahoma.
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official state rock
Barite
the rose rock

detail of crystalline “petals”
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children’s programs

    the education department made an effort to expand 

drop-in children’s program offerings through the 

year. In FY2007, three new programs were added, 

including Trotting Through Nature, a series of nature 

walks on the museum grounds for young children 

with an adult; It’s Feeding Time, featuring museum staff 

feeding and talking about the live animals kept in 

a participant in one 
of the museum’s 
summer children’s 
programs gets a 
grip on a cast of a 
Deinonychus skull.

photo: laura vaughn
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the discovery Room; and a museum scavenger hunt, 

which was offered each Sunday afternoon. 

    The popular Discovery Saturdays and Discovery 

Sundays, featuring half-hour programs with museum 

specimens in the discovery Room, continued each 

weekend. The program was expanded during the 

summer months to include daily Discovery Time 

programs throughout the week. Toddler Time, offering 

hands-on programs for children ages 3 and under, 

was expanded in FY2007 from the original first and 

third Saturday mornings to include weekly Friday 

afternoon programs throughout the summer. 

    Spike’s Club, a weekly program for children in 

grades 1 through 5, filled rapidly each semester. 

The themes for FY2007 were Slither and Slime and 

Animal Investigations.

    The museum’s Summer Explorer classes also filled 

rapidly. The summer of 2007 included 21 classes for 

children ages 4 to 14. Little Explorers, a new program 

added last summer for the youngest children and 

their caregivers, was offered for a second time. 

Several old favorites were continued, including 

Wild About Water, Pond Explorer, Nature Explorer and 

Dinosaur Detectives, and new programs were added 

to the schedule. These included Ologist, a program 

offering 7- and 8-year-olds a chance to visit museum 

scientists and learn about the different departments 

in the museum; Science Sleuths, a program using 

scientific methods to investigate plants, animals 

and the environment; Get Lost, an introduction to 

basic outdoor survival skills for 9- to 11-year-olds; 

and Funtastic Fridays, a new class offering a four-week 

series of Friday afternoon investigations inside and 

outside the museum. The two single-evening A Night 

With Bats programs for children ages 7 and up with 

an adult were again a popular offering. 

education pAgE 6

a young participant 
in the museum’s 
Toddler Time program 
checks out some of 
the live animals in 
the discovery room.
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american storytelling, a tipi-pitching demonstration 

and informal chat sessions with museum staff and 

volunteers featuring specimens from museum 

collections. Visitors also enjoyed nature walks and 

scavenger hunts, a flint-knapping demonstration 

and arts and craft activities geared toward helping 

children create artwork for submission to the 

museum’s 12th International Dinosaur Art Contest. during 

Spring Break Escape, the museum also hosted It’s All 

About Birds, a live bird show organized by the George 

Miksch Sutton avian Research Center that featured 

live owls, hawks, a bald eagle, a sandhill crane and 

other birds. 

    Super Science Family Night was a collaborative effort 

between the museum’s education department 

and a number of other departments and agencies 

at the University of Oklahoma. This free evening 

event featured interactive stations throughout the 

museum on a variety of science topics—from health 

and fitness to paleontology and archaeology—each 

offered by museum staff, students, volunteers or 

members of the hosting organization. Families could 

visit as many stations as they liked and learn about 

the many facets of science in an entertaining and 

hands-on fashion. 

scouting programs

    a series of Girl Scout badge workshops was 

offered in conjunction with the Sooner Girl Scout 

Council. Scouts attended workshops to complete 

all requirements to earn badges in Earth Connections, 

Museum Discovery, Dinë and Rocks Rock. 

family programs

    a new type of family program was introduced in 

FY2007. Family Night Out was an evening program 

offering a pizza dinner and a family nature-craft 

activity for children ages 5 and older with one or 

more adults. Two Family Night Out programs were 

offered in FY2007: Nature Printing in the fall and Nature 

Scrapbooking in the spring. In addition to these, the 

museum continued to offer the annual spring Family 

Fossil Field Trip, which included an evening class about 

Oklahoma’s invertebrate fossils led by curator of 

invertebrate paleontology Steve Westrop, followed 

by a full day of fossil collecting in Oklahoma. 

    Fall Break Out and Spring Break Escape both offered 

an opportunity for children and families to enjoy 

drop-in programming daily through Fall Break in 

mid-October and the week of Spring Break, 

March 17 through 25. Programs included native 
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adult programs

    fy2007 was a busy year for adult educational 

programs. Selections from the Margaret Mead Traveling 

Film and Video Festival from the american Museum 

of natural History were offered in the fall, with 

discussion sessions following each screening. In 

the spring, the museum partnered with the OU 

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology program to offer 

an extensive lecture series, featuring seven guest 

lecturers speaking on a wide range of topics. 

    a variety of adult workshops were offered, 

including Invertebrate Fossil Dig Field Trip, Caring for 

Your Family Treasures: Paper and Textiles and Wildflower 

Biology. a new mini-course program was offered, 

Geology: An Earth-Moving Experience, that included a 

series of four evening seminars taught by museum 

curators, OU faculty and staff from the Oklahoma 

Geological Survey. It was capped off with a full-day 

field trip. 

    In conjunction with the 12th International Dinosaur 

Art Contest, an adult workshop in wood block printing 

was offered, with an opportunity for participants to 

enter their final artwork in the contest. Creating an 

Artistic Wildlife Habitat, a landscaping workshop taught 

by landscape designer Steve Hill, was also offered.

 

school groups

    more than 23,500 school group visitors came to the 

museum in FY2007 from communities across the 

state of Oklahoma. The Fossil Fuel Fund was a new 

program started by the museum with a challenge 

grant from OU President david Boren. This program 

provided funding to bring students from schools 

that might not otherwise have been able to afford 

the cost of buses and gas. 

    In addition to programming for school 

children, the museum hosted 120 K–12 teachers in 

professional development workshops.
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students in Paleo 
CSI use scientific 
methods to decipher 
clues to a prehistoric 
whodunit.
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official state fossil
Saurophaganax maximus
the s’nax

detail of claw
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special exhibitions

    much of the activity during the past year was 

focused on getting ready for the museum’s 

celebration of the state of Oklahoma’s Centennial. 

The museum produced an in-house exhibit that 

reflected 100 years of collecting and conducting 

research in Oklahoma. collecting oklahoma: a 

centennial celebration opened on June 16. The 

exhibit featured fascinating objects and stories 

from each region of the state. It was the museum’s 

first attempt at building a large-scale, interactive 

exhibit and was considered a great success. The 

anchor pieces for the exhibit were three life-size 

original paintings by norman artist debby Kaspari. 

They included a 14-foot-tall ancient camel from the 

northwestern part of the state, a 27-foot-long 

elasmosaur—a marine reptile from southern 

Oklahoma—and a 10-foot-tall crinoid—an ancient 

sea creature over 300 million years old. 

    Other special exhibitions included natural 

Wonders, featuring 60 small-scale works from the 

Woodson art Museum’s permanent collection 

(October 16 through January 15) and Young eyes 

on an old World: Galápagos Photographs by leah 

dile (October 16 through July 29), a collection of 

this artwork by 
carly Perry, tulsa, 
won first place in 
the 16-to-adult 
category in the 
12th International 
Dinosaur Art 
Contest and 
Exhibition.

artwork: carly perry
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photographs by norman teenager Leah dile taken 

on a national Geographic-sponsored expedition to 

the Galápagos.

    The 12th international dinosaur art contest and 

exhibition (March 14 through May 19) featured 300 

entries from as close as norman and as far away as 

Japan. The exhibit featured the top winners in three 

categories from age 5 to adult.

permanent galleries

    major progress was made on the expansion of the 

Siegfried Family Hall of ancient Life. design for the 

new exhibits was nearly completed and construction 

began. Chase Studios, Inc. worked closely with 

museum staff to develop the gallery that will focus 

on the time span from the formation of the Earth 

to the great extinction at the end of the Permian 

period, an interval of 4 billion years. The expanded 

hall will open in 2008.

    also during the past year, design development 

began on the new noble Corporation and noble 

Energy Orientation Gallery. Formations, Inc., an 

exhibit design firm from Portland, Ore., was hired 

to design and construct the gallery. Working with 

museum staff, Formations, Inc. completed 50 

percent of the design by the end of the fiscal year. 

This gallery will orient visitors to the complexity of 

the museum, focusing on what goes on behind the 

scenes and how that translates into what you see on 

the exhibition floor. This gallery will open in 2009.

Special Awards: the museum received two awards for the promotional campaign for the exhibit, A T. rex Named sue. these were oklahoma museum association’s 
award for outstanding Promotional Piece and the Governor’s conference on tourism’s redbud award for overall marketing and promotional campaign.

Exhibit Sponsors: Collecting Oklahoma: A Centennial Celebration was made possible with funding from merkel family foundation, charles and lynn schusterman 
family foundation, the Kerr foundation, inc. and republic bank & trust. media support was provided by cnhi oklahoma and cox communications. the 12th 
International Dinosaur Art Contest and Exhibition was sponsored by the Kirkpatrick family fund. funding for the permanent galleries comes from the noble 
corporation and noble energy as well as the university of oklahoma.

exhibits pAgE 12



vIsITOr 
sErvICEs



official state butterfly
Papilio polyxenes
the black swallowtail

detail of left upperside of hindwing

photo: cathryn rowe



library day

    local libraries teamed up with the SnOMnH to 

offer free admission on august 12 for Library Day. 

Libraries from the Oklahoma City metro and beyond 

promoted the free admission day that welcomed 

3,225 visitors to the museum. Representatives from 

the Pioneer Multi-County Library System also were 

on hand to encourage guests to fill out library 

card applications and to provide storytime for our 

younger visitors. 

holiday happening

    the atmosphere was jolly during the museum’s 

annual Holiday Happening on Thursday, december 7. 

Sponsored by arvest Bank and The Kerr Foundation, 

the event offered more than 670 visitors a chance

to celebrate the season while learning about 

holiday cultures from different corners of the world. 

Guests enjoyed listening to al Bostick, who 

shared african stories, and groups that performed 

traditional holiday music of north and Latin america. 

Pictures with Santa, fun activities for adults and 

children and deep discounts in Excavations

made this seventh annual evening event merry 

and bright. 

the mcfarlin 
methodist church 
handbell choir 
provides 
entertainment
for visitors at 
the Holiday 
Happening event.

photo: linda coldwell
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museum birthday party

    the museum celebrated its 108th birthday on 

February 24 with free museum admission and 

treated more than 1,960 guests to birthday cookies

and festivities.

eggstravaganza!

    on the gorgeous spring afternoon of april 4, 

families from all over the state gathered on the

north lawn for Eggstravaganza! nearly 1,300 people 

turned out to hunt (or watch the hunters of) 

hundreds of colorful eggs scattered on the 

museum grounds. Children also enjoyed a cake 

walk, balloon-animal artists and face painting. This 

community-centered event was co-sponsored by 

the JCPenney Leadership Program in the Michael 

F. Price College of Business and continued to draw 

a large crowd of families and children for its fifth 

successful year.

what on earth! object i.d.day

    on april 22, museum patrons were encouraged to 

bring their interesting and unidentified objects to 

the museum for the third annual Object I.D. Day. This 

event, sponsored by OU Physicians, not only gave 
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Kiowa poet and 
author n. scott 
momaday speaks 
to participants at 
the fifth annual 
Oklahoma Native 
American Youth 
Language Fair.

photo: krysten marshall



owners the opportunity to learn more about their 

mysterious possessions but also allowed them 

the chance to learn how to properly care for and 

preserve their now-identified items. More than 

300 people brought in more than 100 objects of 

all shapes and sizes to be identified by museum 

curators, staff from the University of Oklahoma 

College of Geosciences and departments of Botany 

and anthropology, the Robert Bebb Herbarium, the 

Oklahoma department of Wildlife Conservation 

and the Cleveland County chapter of the national 

audubon Society. 

oklahoma native american youth 

language fair

    the fifth annual Oklahoma Native American Youth 

Language Fair was held at the museum april 5 and 

6. This signature event, held in support of native 

language preservation, celebrates different native 

cultures and promotes the relevancy of native 

languages to today’s youth. attendance numbers 

continued to be high—451 students participated 

in one or more events, and a total of 791 people 

attended the fair, all of whom enjoyed free 

admission to the museum.

    

Twenty-six native languages were spoken in 

competitions and presentations during the two-

day event. From across the state, students from 72 

public school programs, community classes and 

home schools participated in six different categories: 

Spoken Language, Language with Song and dance, 

Video/Film, Book and Literature, Poster art and 

Language advocacy Essay. The day’s activities also 

included Cherokee marbles and two-step dancing. 

In addition, the museum was honored to host 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author n. Scott Momaday, 

who spoke at the fair’s opening ceremonies.
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Museum Annual Attendance:
in-house    167,360
    General admission 112,920
    education Programs 29,112
    rentals   13,622
    behind-the-scenes 2,596
    Group tours  2,842
    special events  5,302
    birthday Parties  966
outreach    70,314
    Programs/Kits/trex 68,929
    Public Presentations 1,385
total     237,674



museum audio tours

    in the spring, the museum introduced the first in a 

series of new audio podcasts, made possible by a 

grant from the aT&T Foundation. The 20-minute 

tour presented information about several highlights 

of the museum’s Hall of ancient Life in both English 

and Spanish. The audio tour provided an enhanced 

experience of the gallery for Spanish-speaking 

visitors or for visitors with vision difficulties. Visitors 

had the option of downloading the tour from the 

museum’s Web site or iTunes music store onto their 

personal MP3 player for free or renting an iPod at the 

museum information desk for use during their visit. 
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audience research

    throughout the first several months of FY2007, the 

museum worked with an independent research firm 

to undergo a comprehensive audience study to gain 

a better understanding of the museum’s current and 

potential audiences. The study included a statewide 

telephone survey; an online survey of museum 

members; interviews with event planners and 

caterers regarding the museum’s rental program; 

focus groups with educators; an online survey of 

recent visitors; and a professional assessment of the 

museum’s Web site. This information will be used to 

develop a new awareness campaign.

Sponsors for the Fifth Annual Oklahoma Native American Youth language fair: the event was generously sponsored by robin flint ballenger, the choctaw nation 
language department, the muscogee (creek) nation, mike and Whitney alvis, the cheyenne and arapaho tribes of oklahoma, cherokee nation industries and the 
lorene cooper hasbrouck charitable trust.

Special Mention: the fY2005 annual report, designed by museum graphic designer cathryn rowe, received top honors in publication design from both the 
oklahoma college Public relations association and the oklahoma museums association. rowe also was recognized at the redbud awards ceremony with a merit 
award in the publication category.
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official state furbearer
Procyon lotor
the raccoon

detail of dorsal midsection of back fur

photo: cathryn rowe



Guests at 
the members’ 
opening reception 
for Collecting 
Oklahoma: 
A Centennial 
Celebration line up 
to sample the fare.

photo: krysten marshall

members’ events

    more than 100 museum members celebrated the 

opening of two exhibits on October 16—natural 

Wonders and Young eyes on an old World: 

Galápagos Photographs by leah dile. Local, 

national and international artists were recognized 

at the awards ceremony for the 12th international 

dinosaur art contest and exhibition on May 19. 

Over 400 award recipients and members celebrated 

the contest, which produced nearly 2,400 pieces of 

original artwork. The museum’s Centennial exhibit, 

collecting oklahoma: a centennial celebration, 

opened to much fanfare on June 16, with a special 

reception the evening before attended by 313 

museum members.

    The museum also provided two unique 

opportunities for higher-level members who 

belonged to either the Curators’ Circle or 

director’s Circle. a reception for Curators’ Circle 

and director’s Circle members to meet and mingle 

with museum curators was held on September 12. 

Museum director Ellen Censky hosted four dinners 

for director’s Circle members at her home.
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members night

    members were treated to an exclusive look behind 

the scenes at Members Night on October 24. This 

popular evening event, sponsored by Republic 

Bank & Trust and Johnson Controls, Inc. (formally 

York International), hosted nearly 300 members who 

explored the museum’s collections and laboratories. 

Museum curators, collection managers, graduate 

students and other staff were on hand to answer 

questions and give presentations. Members learned 

about ongoing research, exhibit production and 

building functions and maintenance. 

a farewell to sue 

    a t. rex named Sue was an incredible blockbuster 

exhibit that brought in nearly 97,000 visitors to the 

SnOMnH in its three-month run from May through 

august. This exhibition from The Field Museum in 

Chicago featured a full-scale replica of the largest 

and most complete Tyrannosaurus rex in the world, 

along with an interactive exhibit that let visitors learn 

about the life and times of this Cretaceous predator. 

To send Sue off in style, a reception for current and 

prospective annual sponsors was held on august 10. 

although sad to see her leave, 72 attendees enjoyed 

the evening’s festivities.

muse-a-palooza

    the snomnh continued to wow and amaze patrons

at the second annual Muse-a-Palooza museum 

fund-raiser on March 31. an archaeological adventure 

awaited attendees, who enjoyed flint-knapping 

demonstrations and had the opportunity to 

participate in a mystery excavation site.

    More than 140 members, donors and other 

supporters attended the event which raised money 

for the museum’s ongoing schedule of programs 

and exhibits. The evening featured the smooth 

sounds of the Sallee Jazz Quintet and fabulous food 

by Legend’s Restaurant that catered to “hunters” 

and “gatherers” alike. Silent auction items, such 

as extravagant jewelry and priceless educational 

opportunities, tempted the purses and wallets of

all attending.
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Sponsors for muse-a-palooza: the event was generously sponsored by arvest bank, norman regional health system, reynolds ford, vanguard companies, 
Norman Living and republic bank & trust.
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official state bird
Tyrannus forficata
the scissor-tailed flycatcher

detail of right wing and shoulder

photo: cathryn rowe



archaeology

    archaeology curator don Wyckoff worked with 

vertebrate paleontology curator nick Czaplewski 

on a collaborative dig at a site in western Oklahoma 

where J. Willis Stovall, the museum’s first director, 

conducted excavations in the 1940s. With the help 

of volunteers from the Oklahoma anthropological 

Society, three large pits were dug to reach pond 

deposits dating at 20,000 years old—the peak of 

the last full glacial period. The site shows changes 

volunteers from 
the oklahoma 
anthropological 
society assist 
museum curators 
and staff on an 
archaeological dig in 
western oklahoma.

photo: krysten marshall
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ethnology

    the museum welcomed its new curator of ethnology, 

daniel Swan, who joined the staff in January 2007 

from the Chucalissa Museum in Memphis, Tenn. 

Swan previously served as senior curator at the 

Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, Okla. and is familiar with 

the ethnology collections of the SnOMnH. He is 

a cultural anthropologist whose research focuses 

on the many aspects of the Peyote Religion of 

the native american Church. also hired was new 

collection manager Kate Barr who began cataloging 

a backlog of recent acquisitions to the collection. 

Swan will serve as curator for a future exhibit of 

the museum’s ledger art by Kiowa calendar keeper 

Silverhorn. one hundred summers: a calendar 

record of the Kiowa People will open in late spring 

of 2009.

herpetology

    herpetology curators laurie Vitt and Janalee 

Caldwell continued work on a multi-year grant 

to conduct surveys in three Oklahoma Wildlife 

Management areas: Packsaddle WMa, in Ellis 

County north of the Canadian River; Cookson WMa, 

in southeastern Cherokee and southwestern adair 

in the layering of soils that indicate that there were 

dramatic topography changes in the area. These 

changes to the landscape may point to climate 

changes at that time. Several large mammoth bones 

were collected as well as bones of smaller animals. 

Soil samples and land snails from the dig are being 

analyzed, and the findings will help piece together 

the puzzle of climatological conditions in Oklahoma 

during the last Ice age. 

native american languages

    curator mary linn continued her work on a Euchee 

dictionary, funded through the national Science 

Foundation. Linn is completing the manuscript with 

weekly editing sessions with Euchee elders. The 

native american Languages collection was awarded 

a documenting Endangered Languages grant 

from the nSF and the national Endowment for the 

Humanities to fund a dedicated server for audio and 

video collection that will allow for better accessibility 

to the collection for off-site researchers. The grant 

also funds a series of workshops in documenting 

and preserving native languages during the next 

three years. The collection welcomed its first 

collection manager, Terri Jordan, in FY2007.
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Counties; and atoka WMa in the southeast part of 

the state. Work on Packsaddle WMa was conducted 

through the summer and preliminary visits to atoka 

WMa began. as a public service, the team created 

a Web page featuring photos and information about 

Paper conservator 
ellen livesay-
holligan performs 
damage repair 
to the museum’s 
priceless silverhorn 
ledger drawings.

photo: linda coldwell

each of the species found at Packsaddle. additional 

information will be added from the other two WMas 

as those surveys are completed. Vitt and Caldwell 

also continued their biodiversity research in Brazil, 

funded by the national Science Foundation. They 
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published several research articles and developed 

a Web page that shows some of the animals they 

have found. In addition, they are finishing a revision 

of their textbook, “Herpetology: an Introductory 

Biology of amphibians and Reptiles”, published by 

academic Press.

ichthyology

    ichthylogy curator edie Marsh-Matthews expanded 

her work on a research project that examines 

changes to fish populations in streams tributary to 

Oklahoma reservoirs. This included the study of 

aerial photos taken over a period of many years 

to determine changes to streams over time and 

searching collections records for data on collections 

made in Oklahoma streams that have since become 

tributaries to reservoirs, with plans to make new 

collections in those streams in the next year. 

Marsh-Matthews also resampled some streams 

that were last collected in the 1940s and ‘50s 

to document changes in fish populations. The 

museum’s ichthyology department sorted and 

cataloged fish collections made by the Oklahoma 

department of Environmental Quality and the 

Oklahoma Water Resources Board. 

herpetology curator 
Janalee caldwell 
works with students 
setting up traps in 
western oklahoma.

photo: laurie vitt
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mammalogy

    mammalogy curators michael Mares and Janet 

Braun continued to examine specimens of argentine 

mammals in collections around the world for their 

work-in-progress, “The Mammals of argentina.” 

This multi-volume book and dVd will be the most 

comprehensive work on mammals available for any 

country in South america. Mares and Braun also 

conducted collaborative research with Ron Van den 

Bussche and other colleagues at Oklahoma State 

University on Rattus species introduced to north 

america and the pathogens that accompany them. 

In the mammal collection, a major two-year project 

to inventory and georeference the specific location 

of each specimen was completed. 

ornithology

    curator gary schnell and former student Elizabeth 

Burba, along with research associate Joseph 

Grzybowski, conducted a series of surveys to assess 

bat and bird mortality at wind-turbine sites in 

southwestern Oklahoma. The three-year project is 

funded by Blue Canyon Windpower LLC. Schnell 

also worked with research associate david Wiggins 

on a survey of raptors in the Oklahoma panhandle. 

The three-year project was funded by the State 

Wildlife Grant Program through the Oklahoma 

department of Wildlife Conservation. 

invertebrate paleontology

    curator steve westrop and collections manager 

Roger Burkhalter conducted field work at sites in 

Texas, Utah, nevada, Canada and southwestern 

Oklahoma, collecting trilobite fossils for Westrop’s 

ongoing research on the trilobites of the upper 

Cambrian period. Westrop is looking for clues to the 

cause of a mass extinction of trilobites that occurred 

more than 500 million years ago. 

micropaleontology

    with funding received through a national Science 

Foundation grant, curator Rick Lupia and staff 

worked with the invertebrate paleontology 

department to digitize the collections’ extensive 

catalogs. Volunteers assisted the department in 

photographing specimens, while collection manager 

Margaret Landis and graduate students conducted 

database entry and formatting necessary to upload 

the information into Specify, a database program for 

scientific collections.
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vertebrate paleontology

    vertebrate paleontology curators Rich Cifelli and 

nick Czaplewski and their team of students and 

staff members made several field trips to locations 

around Oklahoma to investigate possible fossil finds. 

One such visit to a site in atoka County resulted 

in the collection of seven field jackets of dinosaur 

fossils, which will be prepared over the next several 

months. Cifelli also made a trip to nebraska to 

collect microvertebrates—fossilized bones of very 

small animals, including early mammals. Czaplewski 

worked collaboratively with archaeology curator don 

Wyckoff to excavate a site in western Oklahoma 

where several mammoth fossils were collected.

a joint dig between 
the museum’s 
archaeology 
and vertebrate 
paleontology 
departments reveals 
mammoth bones 
at a site in western 
oklahoma.

photo: don wyckoff
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official state fish
Morone chrysops
the white bass

detail of lateral line scales

photo: cathryn rowe
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Cae Hamilton
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Paul dawson
Laura dean
Bill dengler
Sandy dengler
Ruth deSilver
Jenny dillon
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don Frensley
John Fryberger
Eleanor Fuller
Melinda Fuson
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doug Lautzenheiser
Frank Lawrence
Mary LeBlanc
Josephine Leslie
Jill Lewis
Carolyn Lilly
Chuck Lilly
Hollie Lockhart
Loretta Loeffelholz
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Jordan Moore
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Richard Morris
Stella Morris
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dennis Swing
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finances

Revenue and Expenses for General Operations

Research and Collections  |  33%

Education  |  6%

Exhibits  |  8%

Visitor Services  |  3%

Facilities  |  19%

IT/Computing  |  4%

PR/Marketing  |  4%

development  |  2%

Gift Store/Retail  |   9%

administration/Finance  |  12%

expenses

admissions  |  6%

Membership  |  2%

Gifts and Grants  |  1%

Investment Earnings  |  1%

Program Fees  |  2%

Facility Rental  |  1%

Café Rental  |  <1%

Gift Store/Retail  |  9%

Misc. Income  |  <1%

State (OU) allocation  |  78%

revenue



operating

$40,641
$22,927
$81,990
$45,987

$294,154
$87,969
$65,852
$12,000

$441,836
$21,960

$3,898,903
$5,014,219

$3,218,368
$155,557

$15,744
$30,554
$28,738
$86,148
$43,967
$20,819

$106,950

$187,412
$24,310
$25,593

$9,595
$137,848

$56,981
$227,391

$33,921
$11,996

$4,421,892

$592,327

restricted special projects

$62,222
$389,820

$76,626
$230,836

$69,977
($20,407)

$86,989
$388,387
$150,075

$1,434,525

$6,354
$13,340

$4,065

$1,271
$5,987

$162
$232

$764,998

$1,000
$12,863

$810,272

$624,253
$1,653,029
$2,277,282

endowment

$47,481
$630

$814

$48,925

$48,295
$2,133,697
$2,182,622

all funds fy07
(exclusive of research grants)

$150,344
$413,377

$81,990
$123,427
$524,990
$157,946

$45,445

$528,825
$410,347

$4,048,978
$6,497,669

$3,224,722
$168,897

$19,809
$30,554
$30,009
$92,135
$43,967
$20,981

$107,182
$764,998
$187,412

$25,310
$38,456

$9,595
$137,848

$56,981
$227,391

$33,921
$11,996

$5,232,164

$1,265,505
$3,786,726
$4,459,904

revenue

donations/individuals
donations/corporate and foundation
Memberships
Investment earnings
admissions
Program fees
Facility rental
Café rental
Store sales
Miscellaneous income
State (OU) allocations
total revenue

expenses

salaries plus fringe
Supplies
Catering
Printing
Equipment
Travel/conferences
Communications
Postage
Computing
Permanent exhibit construction
Facility maintenance
Professional/technical
Contracts
Organizational memberships
Promotional
Sales tax
Merchandise for resale
University overhead
Miscellaneous expenses
total expenses

net income
net assets, beginning of year
net assets, end of year
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donors and sponsors
$100,000+
corporations / foundations

noble Corporation
noble Energy, Inc.

$10,000–$30,000
individuals

arnold L. Coldiron
Wann Langston, Jr.

corporations / foundations

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation
Merkel Family Foundation

$1,000–$9,999
individuals

anonymous
anonymous
Craig and Maria abbott
Mike and Whitney alvis
Robin Flint Ballenger
Mervin and Eleanor Barnes
Chet and Maureen Bynum
debbie Copp
Kevin E. daugherty
Rod and Janene davis
astrea M. Fatica
Josephine W. Freede
Patrick and Melanie Hall
Ken and Sharon Lease
Sue Lunsford
Richard G. Mallinson
Chris and Jessie nance
Mary Jane noble

John dyer and Lynne Ozinga
Bill and Barbara Paul
John and angie Peck
Steven M. Peck
Bill and doann Reed
Paul and Les Risser
Shirley Simmons
Sandy Kinney and Mike Sugg
don and Ruth Wyckoff

corporations / foundations

aT&T Foundation
arvest Bank
The Boeing Company
Choctaw nation of Oklahoma
Johnson Controls, Inc.
The Kerr Foundation
Kirkpatrick Family Fund
Lorene Cooper Hasbrouck Trust
Muscogee Creek nation
norman arts Council
OU Physicians
Republic Bank & Trust
Sonic Restaurants, Inc.
The Samuel Roberts noble Foundation

$500–$999
individuals

Janet K. Braun
Henry and Iris Brigman
Ellen J. Censky
John and Judy Fryberger
James M. Goodman
Beth Harris
Michael P. Madden
Sarah Jawm Marie

Patricia Gilman and Paul Minnis
John and Mary nichols
Rusty and Sally noble
Gene Rainbolt
Lee L. Sargent
Teresa Ward
Ben and Robbie White
Earl Ziegler

corporations / foundations

Chickasaw nation
norman Regional Hospital
Reynolds Lincoln Mercury, Inc.
Vanguard Business Consultations, Inc.

$250–$499
individuals

Cheryl and Sterling Baker
Lester and Marilyn Branch
Glenda L. Cobb
W.J. and Kathryn Coffman
Carl and Lenore Collier
James and Teresa day
nance and Jeff diamond
Morris B. Fell
Rodney and Janice Gray
Elizabeth M. Gunn
Beverly a. Harkness
W.R. and Judy Howell
John and Melinda Klabzuba
Paul and Eilene Kleine
Martin and Rhonda Malahy
G.W. McCullough
Larry L. and Jeanne McHughes
Jeff and Kathy nees
Roy and Marcia Rogers
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Paul and Kathryn Sweeney
Steve d. Wright
Leon and Rachel Zelby

corporations / foundations

alumni association – Special Projects
   Ranger School 
Cherokee nation Industries
ConocoPhillips Company
First State Bank – altus
Potemkin Industries, Inc.

$100–$249
individuals

Marcus W. adams
Richard and Cathy alexander
James K. anderson
J.P. audas
Lloyd G. austin
david and Janis Bailey
Mary Bailey
Jason and Brooke Barnett
Chad Bartlett
Karen Beckman
anita Bednar
Robert W. Berry
John and Margaret Biggs
Valerie Biltz
Barbara Blouch
david L. and Molly Boren
Wayland and Jane Bowser
William K. Braun
Sidney d. Brown
Elena Bruza
Robert and Teresa Burkett
Roy V. Bynum, Jr.

Jennifer Campbell
Brandt and Kathaleen Cassidy
Rhonda L. Claflin
Christopher Clarke
andrew and Linda Coats
Jean Cochrane
Tom and Edie Cohoon
Lloyd Thayer and ann Cosgrove
Jeffrey a. Cox
Jim E. Cox
James B. Crawley
douglas and Peggy Cummings
dr. and Mrs. W. Edward dalton
B.C. and Sylvia danner
dan and Sara davis
Herbert G. and Shirley davis
Leslie a. demers
Kit Peterson and Lester doty
Claude duchon
Jim and Robin Emory
Russell Engelman
Mary I. Felkner
Bill Ferguson
don and Betty Frensley
Robert d. Garrett
a. Glenn and Ruth Gattis
Paul and Carolyn Glad
Marcia M. Goodman
Marjorie Greer
Joe and Ellen Grzybowski
L.a. Guest
Phillip and Jane Gutierrez
Harold E. Hackler
William and Charlotte Hagan
Judy Hagglund
Tim and Michelle Hansen
Joen and Elaine Hargrove

Ragan Harris
Kathleen J. Haynes
Richard and Florence Hazlin
George and Barbara Henderson
Robert G. Hirschi
Cathy E. Hollen
Irene Holloway
Joel Holloway
Bob and Jamie Hubbard
Rodney L. Huey
dale and donna Hughes
Marilyn M. Hugon
Carol and Richard Iman
Robert F. and Mary Marks Jenkins
Bill and Judy Jordan 
Joni Jordan
Ken and Cheryl Jorgenson
Randy and Joyce Keller
Jim and Earlene Kenderdine
K. duncan and W. Kern 
Charles R. Killins
Tommy d. Klepper
Robert and Julie Klopfenstein
Joseph Kopta
Karol E. Kourtis
Richard F. Krenek
Hank Larsen
Loretta Loeffelholz
Tom and Betty Love
Emma G. Maggard
Hoyt P. Mayes
Jim and Suzanne Mcauley
Tom and Monica McCasland
William L. Mcnatt
Rick and Jan McSwain
Jane R. Menzie
Stewart and adonna Meyer
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Keith and Linda Miller
Seth and Ellen Millington
Frank and Ellen Mitchell
C.F. and nelwyn Moore
Kevin Moore
J.R. and Barbara Morris
a.J. Morse
Jim and Joan Mustoe
John and Shirley O’neal
Martin and Jeanne Ozinga
Fieldon L. Parham
Rob and Martha Park
Homer Paul
david Peck
Laura L. Peck
Peter H. Poshepny
dallas Pryor
Laurance S. Reid, Jr.
Barbara J. Reynolds
Charlotte Reynolds
Paul and alice Richardson
Beth Ridgway
Patricia Bynum Riggs
John and Lindy Ritz
Ted and Marilyn Roberts
William and Janet Romanishin
John Sauer
LaVon Scanlan
neil and Kathy Schemmer
Francis Schmitz
don and Mary Sherman
Grace M. Siegenthaler
William T. and Kathy Singer
Libba Smith
Clyde and Jerry Snow
John Spears
Marlene Stapp

Ron and Pat Stiehler
John Q. Sutterfield
Robert L. Talley
Elizabeth Taylor-albert
Walt and Jo ann Terrell
Ethel L. Thomas
Chuck R. Thompson
Cynthia Tibbitts
Regina Turrentine
alan and Sue Velie
Fritz and Elinor Volker
Gant and Sara Ward
Ronald and Matha Wilkerson
Gordon d. Williams
John and Christina Smith Williams
alice d. Wilson
James M. Winters
Robert Griswold and Ellen Wisdom
Charles and Kathryn Woltz
Brant Worthington
Ty Gomez and Myra Wyckoff

corporations / foundations

astellas Pharma Technologies, Inc.
Charles B. Goddard Foundation
Citizen Potawatomi nation
Moe’s Southwest Grill norman, LLC
OnEOK Foundation, Inc.
SBC Foundation

In-Kind
corporations / foundations

Bedré Chocolates
Brightside Trading
CnHI Oklahoma
Colorband Photography Studio

Cox Communications
KCCU
Legend’s Restaurant and Catering
Mitchell’s Jewelry
Oklahoma department of Tourism
Republic Bank & Trust
Southwestern Publications
The Melting Pot
The Tribes Gallery
University of Oklahoma athletics department
University of Oklahoma department of aviation
University Printing Services
Water Taxi
Wild Birds Unlimited

Collection Donation
individuals

John Biever
dan Blanchard
Stephen L. Crane
Lee Elliott
William Johnson
Henry Kirkland
Tony Morris
Terry newkumet
Walt Rosborough
dan Woehr
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