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FROM THE

2011 was a hallmark year for new
permanent exhibits at the Sam Noble
Museum. In March, we opened a
new diorama, Black Mesa, in the Hall
of Natural Wonders. Funded by the
Whitten-Newman Foundation, Black
Mesa is one of the most interactive of
the museum'’s exhibits. Touch screen
computers throughout encourage
visitors to learn more about this
special place in our state.

October saw the installation of the

Dr. Michael A. Mares, Director

world’s smallest Apatosaur alongside
the largest known specimen of the
species on display in the Clash of the Titans exhibit in
the museum’s Hall of Ancient Life. The baby apatosaur
was also funded by the Whitten-Newman Foundation.
Both of these additions involved years of research and
collaboration, internally amongst curators and staff, as
well as externally. The results are outstanding.

DIREU CT O R

The museum produced one temporary exhibit and
hosted two others in the Fred E. and Enid Brown
Gallery. Mediterranean Treasures: Selections from the
Classics Collection, curated by Dr. Dan Swan, curator of
Ethnology, showcased Greek and Roman vases, coins,
and other objects from our collection that had never
been displayed before. Art and the Animal, a group

of works from the 50th annual members exhibition

of the Society of Animal Artists, filled the gallery with
beautiful paintings and sculptures with animals as the
subject. Wolf to Woof: The Story of Dogs, documenting
the evolutionary history of dogs, was kicked off with

a free special event, Woofstock. 1,200 visitors spent a
Sunday afternoon at the museum, many with their dogs.

Our Education department saw an increase in school
field trips bringing 29,712 students to the museum
compared 24,617 in 2010. ExplorOlogy® and a new
program, Native Explorers, both sponsored by the
Whitten-Newman Foundation, make science exciting
and provide life-changing field experiences for junior



high and high school students. In April, the museum
hosted its ninth Oklahoma Native American Youth
Language Fair. Co-sponsored by Boeing and The Cyril
Fund, this annual two-day event continues to grow. It
is organized by the Native Languages Department and
promotes ‘living’ languages and encourages youth to
speak their native language.

Last year we saw significant growth in our collections
through acquiring an orphaned collection in Mammals,
from active collecting by curators, and through
donations. The museum surpassed 10 million objects
and specimens that belong to the people of Oklahoma.
The museum’s curators and their students continued
their search for new knowledge in all of our collection
areas and their publications in leading journals and
books, as well as their presentations at conferences
throughout the world, highlighted the museum’s
contributions to science. In 2011, we also said goodbye
to three of our longtime curators — Dr. Don Wyckoff,

curator of Archaeology, and Drs. Laurie Vitt and Janalee

Caldwell, curators of Herpetology. Their work at the
Sam Noble over many decades established them as
world leaders in their field of science. They will be
missed.

As you read through this annual report, | know you
will be impressed with all we accomplished in 2011. As
always, | invite all of you to come and enjoy your state
natural history museum and all we have to offer you
and your family.

Oklahoma’s natural
history museum,
founded in 1889,
houses more than
10 million objects.
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EX HIBTITS




PERMANENT EXHIBITS

T he Sam Noble Museum'’s Hall of Natural Wonders features
dioramas that showcase several of the unique habitats that
make Oklahoma'’s great biological diversity possible. On March 5,
the exhibits team completed the installation of the 2,000-square-
foot diorama showcasing Black Mesa in far northwestern Oklahoma.
The exhibit includes a naturalistic walkway, dozens of mounted

and cast animals, and an underground look at a prairie dog burrow.

Black Mesa is one of the most interactive of the museum’s exhibits.
Generously funded by the Whitten-Newman Foundation, the
exhibit’s touchscreen computers allow visitors to test their knowledge
and answer questions about animals and habitats and to dig
deeper for more information.

Mule deer in the Black Mesa
exhibit, on display in the Hall of
Natural Wonders.




Juvenile Apatosaurus

After more than 18 months of collaborative
work with the museum’s Vertebrate Paleontology
department and the College of Engineering

at the University of Oklahoma, the exhibit
team completed the installation of the world’s
smallest reconstructed Apatosaurus, just
under 3 feet in height, in the Clash of the
Titans exhibit. The Apatosaurus is dwarfed

by the giant adult Apatosaurus, the largest
known example of this iconic species.

TEMPORARY EXHIBITS

From Mediterranean Treasures: Selections
from the Classics Collection, filled with Greek,
Etruscan and Roman objects, to the diversity
of animals displayed in Art and the Animal:
50th Annual Members Exhibition from the

Society of Animal Artists and the crowd-
pleasing transformation of wolf to dog, man’s
best friend, in Wolf to Woof: The Story of
Dogs, the temporary exhibits of 2011 allowed
the museum to share a variety of exhibits
relevant to its mission with visitors.

DEPARTMENT UPGRADES

The museum has been able to create dynamic
signage and other materials that enhance
exhibits with a new laser system that was
purchased this year.



Clash of the Titans exhibit, with the newly

installed juvenile Apatosaur, on display in the
Hall of Ancient Life

Diorama, Wolf to Woof exhibit.

OU President David L.
Boren with museum
Board member, Reggie
Whitten, and wife
Rachelle at the opening
to Black Mesa.




EDUCATTION
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ExplorOlogy® participants
in the field and in the
classroom, 2011.

COLLABORATION

The Sam Noble Museum collaborates with Oklahoma
Public Schools to extend the impact of the museum’s
educational programs, workshops and events to students
throughout Oklahoma.

Education by the numbers
The museum offers adult education programs, designed
for inquisitive adults to explore natural history through
workshops, field trips and lectures. In 2011, the museum
reached 154 participants in adult programming and 794
Oklahoma teachers through workshops.

25,268 children participated
in Education programs

29,712 students
attended with school
groups or classroom
programs

Discovery Room visitors 79,142
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Teen volunteers!

Our unique group of dedicated volunteers provided the
museum 16,291 hours of service. The museum'’s volunteer
program provided training sessions, lectures and field
trips to 680 volunteer participants.

Opportunities for out-of-school science exploration
are not widely available in all areas of Oklahoma or

in communities whose teachers and students are
working with few resources. The Whitten-Newman
ExplorOlogy® Program was created by the Sam Noble
Museum at the University of Oklahoma to encourage
Oklahomans of all ages, locations and backgrounds to
“do science!” The program is a series of informal science
education programs that partners participants with
actual scientists to conduct investigations. This year,
ExplorOlogy® educators facilitated programming for
9,284 participants.
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MUSEUM EDUCATION by the numbers

9,123 people served by education staff though
17 outreach programs and 89 sessions

12 participants in Paleo Expedition

14 participants in Oklahoma Science Adventure

8,246 students reached through ExplorOlogy® in Motion
16 teachers participated in Science Institute

168 teachers and students participated in SciencEscape




Students investigate
a pond in the Slime
and Scales Summer
Explorers program.

Curator of fishes Edie
Marsh-Matthews drips
non-toxic dye into a tank
with a fish to demon-
strate how water passes
through its gills.

A father and son search for fossils during the
Family Fossil Day Field Trip.
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RESEARCH & COLLECTTIONS
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Mammals collection manager, Marcy
Revelez, with the department’s new
compactor system.

O ur collections and research help to provide
an understanding of our cultures and life from

ancient times to present. Through research, we are able
to provide exceptional exhibits and educational programs
as well as information for scientists, students, and the
public from around the world.

Every year, museum departments partner to create
events, design programs and build collections. Partner-
ships between Herpetology and the Education depart-
ment developed an event for Save the Frogs Day and
the collaboration between Invertebrate Paleontology
and Paleobotany resulted in an interactive website on
common Oklahoma fossils.

The museum received a $445,000 grant from the National
Science Foundation for the purchase of a compactor

system and new cases to accommodate and integrate
the University of Memphis mammal collection.

In March, the National Science Foundation (NSF) sponsored
two symposia on the digitization efforts underway in the
nation’s museums. The first, “The Digitization Challenge:
Biology and Engineering,” was held at the Sam Noble
Museum. Faculty from the University of Oklahoma
College of Engineering and 25 scientists from across the
U.S. attended the two-day event, sharing information on

15




Katrina Menard, Recent
Invertebrates collection manager,
interacts with a visitor during
Members’ Night 2011.
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Don Wyckoff with
archaeology field school, 1976.

the efficient and cost effective qualities of digi-
tization. Following the meeting, the Sam Noble
Museum launched a pilot project with Dr. Binil
Starly, OU Department of Industrial Engineer-
ing and SEAM Aero, to develop the technology
and process for 3D digitization of items in its 10
million object museum collection. With over 1
billion specimens in 2,000 collections across the
country, digitizing biological collections will be an
invaluable tool for understanding the biodi-
versity and societal consequences of climate
change, species invasions, natural disasters, the
spread of disease vectors and agricultural pests,
and other biological issues.

Collections by the numbers

new Genera described 10
o000000O0O0CS

new species described 25
00000000000000000C0OCGOCGOCOFOOOS

specimens/artifacts catalogued 217, 072

ARCHAEOLOGY

In July, Archaeology curator Don Wyckoff
retired. June 10, 2011, was named Don Wyckoff
Day by the University of Oklahoma Board of
Regents, with a resolution recognizing Wyckoff’s
many years of service to the university and the
study of archaeology in Oklahoma.

The Sam Noble Museum completed an inventory
of the Craig Mound collection, consisting of
129,155 funerary objects and human artifacts
collected in the 1930s.

Archaeology specimens/artifacts

catalogued & inventoried 324,936




ETHNOLOGY

Ethnology works to study, inventory and collect objects
throughout the world, especially North and Central
America. Along with the work, of collecting , the
department provided a guided exhibit tour of Mediter-
ranean Treasures for OU College of Law professors
and for the Cultural Committee of the Wyandotte and
Seneca-Cayuga Nations.

The department also created 78 new digital micro-exhibits
for the ethnology weblog. These micro-exhibits can be
viewed by visitors to the main museum website.

4,116 ethnology objects were inventoried in 2011
and over 89,000 visits were made to the
museum'’s ethnology weblog.

This tomb figure, a ceramic horse from China’s
Tang dynasty (618-906 CE), was featured on the
ethnology weblog in November. E/1960/3/1

GENOMIC RESOURCES

Genomic Resources cataloged 717 samples, including
specimens from the Herpetology, Ornithology and
Mammalogy departments. Currently, the collection
contains 10,045 samples and 26,184 aliquots from 317
genera and 550 species.

HERPETOLOGY

Herpetology cataloged 26 reptiles and 113 amphibians.
The department contributed 156 specimens to the
department of Mammalogy, 3 to Ornithology and 50 to
Recent Invertebrates.

In December, curators Janalee Caldwell and Laurie Vitt
retired after 21 years of service to the museum and the

Department of Zoology at the University of Oklahoma. @»

17 mﬂ"'ﬂé&



28,910 ichthyology specimens
were catalogued in 2011.

18

More than 25,000 specimens were
catalogued by the Invertebrate
Paleontology department in 2011.

ICHTHYOLOGY

Ichthyology currently houses more than 30,000
cataloged lots representing 34 families of fish,
making it the largest and most comprehensive
collection of archived specimens of Oklahoma
fish.

A federally funded project to survey fish from
creeks onTinker Air Force Base and from creeks
throughout central Oklahoma provided a
large number of accessions cataloged by the
department in 2011.

INVERTEBRATE PALEONTOLOGY

Invertebrate Paleontology completed their
online database, made possible by support from
the National Science Foundation. The database
is comprised of more than 220,000 paleobotany
and invertebrate paleontology specimens.

The department completed a new online
webpage, “Common Fossils of Oklahoma,”
which provides viewers with information about
the major groups of invertebrate animals and
plants that can be found as fossils in Oklahoma.
Visitors also can share images and information
about fossils they have found with museum
staff to learn more about the objects.




The mammalogy department prepared ._ 2011 ONAYLF by the numbers
361 I i d catal d .

mammal specimens and catalogue languages represented 32
0000000000000000000000
eeo0o0000000

2,659 specimens and artifacts.

language programs represented 71
000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000

MAMMALOGY

Mammalogy helped design the Black Mesa exhibit,

a 2,000-square-foot diorama in the Hall of Natural
Wonders showcasing biodiversity in far northwestern
Oklahoma. The exhibit, which opened in March, is the
most interactive of the museum’s exhibits, with touch
screen computers that allow visitors to test their knowl-
edge and listen to recordings of animals, view photos of
animals and habitats, and view maps of where species
occur.

volunteers 138

The Sam Noble Museum houses more than 10 million NATIVE AMERICAN LANGUAGES

specimens and objects in its collections. In 2011 that

number increased by some 26,000 mammals when A new catalog system was introduced to the Native
curators Janet Braun and Michael Mares, and collection American Languages department. The system includes
manager Marcy Revelez accepted the transfer of the an 11-page database for endangered language collections
mammal collection from the University of Memphis. and archives.
Curator Michael Mares continues to serve as president The museum’s IT department created new web pages
of the American Society of Mammalogists and on the for the Oklahoma Native American Youth Language Fair
Board of Directors of the International Federation of and Breath of Life programs. These sites make registration
Mammalogists. simple and allow visitors to easily navigate the site.
g' The Sam Noble Museum’s mammal collection contains more than 65,000 specimens, is the 8th largest
j: Q university-based mammal collection in the Western Hemisphere, and the 15th largest mammal collection
in the Western Hemisphere.
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ORNITHOLOGY

Curator Gary Schnell served on the committee for the
development and design of the Black Mesa exhibit.
The department contributed 46 specimens to the
exhibit.

The department acquired 221 birds for research and
teaching collections. Of these, 26 were collected from
the Salt Plains National Refuge and surrounding area,
33 from the Slater Museum of Natural History from

20

Ornithology deposited 442 tissue
sample aliquots from 146 bird
specimens in the Genomic Resources
departmentin 2011.

the University of Puget Sound, and 114 from the A.D.
Buck Museum of Science and History, Northern Okla-
homa College.

Collection manager TamakiYuri offered collection
tours for the Pre-collegiate Programs and as part of
the museum’s Volunteer Training Programs.

PALEOBOTANY

Paleobotany partnered with Invertebrate Paleontology
to launch “Common Fossils of Oklahoma” The web-
page, a result of a National Science Foundation grant,
integrates the paleobotany web database with photo-
graphs of samples of specimens and information on
how to identify Oklahoma fossils.

Paleobotany accessioned
6,248 microfossil slides in 2011.




Recent
Invertebrates
catalogued
39,121 records
for 77,894
specimens.

RECENT INVERTEBRATES

Recent Invertebrates, with more than 500,000 speci-
mens, presents the diversity of invertebrate species
from throughout the world.The collection is two-
thirds of the way through the Museums for America
grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Ser-
vices to assist in inventorying, cataloging and digitiz-
ing half of the collection. By the end of 2012, data for
more than 250,000 specimens will be available to the
scientific community and general public via the web.

VERTEBRATE PALEONTOLOGY

In February, the museum was part of an international
announcement about a new dinosaur found among
the fossils in our vertebrate paleontology collection
from a dig conducted by Curator Richard L. Cifelli

and Mathew Wedel, assistant professor of anatomy

at Western University of Health Sciences, Pomona,

CA in 1995.The new species, named Brontomerus
mcintoshi, or “thunder-thighs” is named after its enor-
mously powerful thigh muscles. While Brontomerus’

unusual hip structure and enormous thigh muscles
place it on the list of most extreme dinosaurs, it is
also a significant find for another reason. It is one
more in a number of finds over the past 20 years that
challenge the previously held idea that sauropods
began to disappear in the Early Cretaceous period.

Vertebrate Paleontology took on the daunting task of
creating a searchable database of their collection, and
in 2011, all 70,000 specimens were put online. Verte-
brate Paleontology staff were also part of the unveil-
ing of the baby Apatosaurus as the newest addition to
the Clash of theTitans

Kyle Davies and
Jennifer Larsen
prepare the baby
Apatosaurus for
exhibit. Vertebrate
Paleontology
catalogued 1,777
specimens in 2011.

exhibit. Large molds
and casts prepared
by the staff were used
in the creation of the
skeleton model of the
dinosaur.
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Public Relations distributed 109 press releases
and media advisories in 2011. 619 stories about
the museum were printed in 89 Oklahoma
publications during the year.

T he Public Relations and Marketing department
prepared and distributed monthly eNewsletters;
printed newsletters and calendars 3 times; maintained
website content; and promoted events, programs and
workshops for the museum.

pages visited (on average) 3
# of countries represented by website visits 157

page vie

visits to websit

unique visits to site 74,330

Public Relations is responsible for museum social
interactions, including blogs and online social media
such as Facebook and Twitter.

The Sam Noble Museum planned year-round general
marketing of the museum and special marketing
campaigns for individual events, such as Black Mesa,
Mediterranean Treasures and Eggstravaganza.The
museum markets to a variety of audiences through
printed and online advertisements and coupons.

The museum also partners with the Fred Jones Jr.
Museum of Art on many marketing opportunities. This
helps promote both attractions in Norman and on the
campus of the University of Oklahoma.

23

Wolf and
friends,
Woofstock,
2011.



2 "0~ 1TV FINANC CIATLS

2%
Special Project Support
2% $100,000
Investments 3%
$110,000 Grants & Contracts
$211,000
14%
Earned Income
$840,000

Total grants:
$1.21 M
in grants and funding

16%

Gifts 63 %

$1.0M State Allocation
$3.85 M

R EV ENU E
TOTAL REVENUE: $6.1 Million
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30%
Exhibits & Public Programs

$1.8 M

EXPENSGSES
TOTAL EXPENSES: $6.1 Million

30%
Operations

$1.8 M

40%

Collections & Research

25
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2 011 BY THE NUMBERS

museum visitors
at a glance

166,880
total museum attendance

70,142
discovery room visitors

99,236
web visitors

14,136
free day visitors

29,712
classroom program students
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2,000 1,305 SvbscRisers

SQUARE 9912 PEOPLE IMPACTED

FEET OF NEW BY 17 EDUCATION PROGRAMS
BLACK MESA

SPECIMENS
EXHIBIT 14:8925 CATALOGUED
MUSEUM ATTENDANGCE 1 MILLION MAMMAL
{ON FREE MONDAYS} eeJ DATA ITEMS CATALOGUED

1600

1395

1400

1200

1000

800

600

400

200

museum coupons redeemed 3,386

January February March April May June July August  September October November December




D ONOTRS

SAM NOBLE CIRCLE
$25,000 and up

Noble Drilling Services, Inc.
Whitten-Newman Foundation

Reggie & Rachelle Whitten

MUSEUM CIRCLE
$5,000 - $24,999

The Boeing Company
The Cyril Fund

Walton Family Foundation, Inc.

Arnold & Wanda Coldiron
Rod & Janene Davis
Reynotta Hoberecht

Bill & Judy Jordan
Michael & Lynn Mares
Steven Peck
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DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
$1,000 - $4,999
Muscogee Creek Nation
Puterbaugh Foundation
Charles S. Standley
Revocable Trust

Craig & Maria Abbott
Janet Braun

Bill Cameron

Les & Lee Cornwell

John Dyer & Lynne Ozinga
Patrick & Melanie Hall
Charles R. &

Cheryl Hollingsworth
W.R. & Judy Howell
Richard Mallinson
Lars Noble
John & Angie Peck
Bill & Doann Reed

Eric Sherburn &
Leigh Ann Moss
CarolynTaylor

CURATOR’S CIRCLE
$500 - $999

Oliver Albritton

Mervin & Eleanor Barnes
Mark Goodman

William & Candace Greene
John & Kay Hargrave
Sandy Kinney & Mike Sugg
Karol Kourtis

Sara Jawm Marie

Jim McAuley

William & Janet Romanishin

SUPPORTERS

$250 - $499

Sterling & Cheryl Baker
David Chappell

Tom & Edie Cohoon
Douglas & Peggy Cummings
Christopher & Leslie Demers
Claude & Helen Duchon
Tom & Nancy Dunlap

Carl Engelman

Rodney & Janice Gray
James & Cherrie Hampton
Beverly Harkness

Don Kash & Elizabeth Gunn
Paul & Eilene Kleine

Billie Lee

Michael Madden

Emma Maggard

William Randle

Lee Sargent

Gordon Williams, Ill

Earl Ziegler



CONTRIBUTORS

$100 - $249

Marcus & Patricia Adams
Charles & Alison Baker
Marion & Dianne Bauman
Karen Beckman

Andy Benson

Robert Berry

John & Margaret Biggs
William & Ruth Braun
Glen Brown

Brandt & Kathaleen Cassidy
Darin & Dianne Chambers
Debbie Copp

Jeffrey Cox

James & Mary Crawley
Pat Czerwinski

Donald & Michele Dahlem
Jan & Sara Davis

Carolyn Deatherage

Jeff & Nance Diamond
Louis & Anne Ederington

1,763 people attended the 2011 Oklahoma
Native American Youth Language Fair.

Dr. M. Pilar Escobar
Carol Eyster
Mary Irene Felkner
Toby Fell
Linda Friels
Don & Judy Garrett
Marshal & Melissa Gimpel
Paul & Carolyn Glad
Charles B. Goddard Foundation
Alicia Goode
Marjorie Greer
Robert Griswold &

Ellen Wisdom
Joe & Eileen Grzybowski
L.A. Guest
Harold Hackler
Judy Hagglund
Kim & Nancy Hauger
George & Barbara Henderson
Joel Holloway
Samantha Hren
Bill & Judy Jordan

Ken & Cheryl Jorgenson
Randy & Joyce Keller

Jim & Earlene Kenderdine
William F Kern, Ill & K. Duncan
Michael D. Kiser

Robert & Julie Klopfenstein
Henry & Brenda Larsen

Tom & Betty Love

Bruce & Katherine MacKellar
Tom & Monica McCasland
Shellie McClary

Jane Menzie

Stewart & Adonna Meyer
Kirk Milby & Rebecca Darrow
David Miller & Barbara Neas

Keith & Linda Miller
Frank & Ellen Mitchell
Paul & Ann Mogridge
C.FE. & Nelwyn Moore
Anna Moore

Joan Mustoe

Chris & Jessie Nance
Bill Osborne, Jr.
Fieldon Parham

Guy & Caroline Patton
Thomas & Laura Peck
Peter Poshepny

Ron Powell

Barbara Reynolds
Patricia Riggs
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D ONOTRS

Ted & Marilyn Roberts
Lisa Roberts

Jerry & Nancy Roop
LaVon Scanlan

Neil & Kathy Schemmer
Judith Schiebout

Francis Schmitz

Rose Sharp

Don & Mary Sherman
Grace Siegenthaler

Libba Smith

Clyde & Jerry Snow

Billie Spector

Donald & Jo Ann Spindler
Ron & Pat Stiehler

John & Celeste Stonecipher
Barry Straughn & Nola Gene
Victoria Ann Sullivan
John Sutterfield

Robert L. Talley

Wayne & MarilynTolle
Earl & Gerry Whitman
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Jana Williams
Brant Worthington
Leon & Rachel Zelby

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Chesapeake Energy
Cox Media
Love'sTravel Stops
& Country Stores
OU Physicians
Republic Bank & Trust
The Oklahoman

B
Chesapeake CQ’/K

Media’

Physicians @ Loves

Travel Stops &
Comkysm&g:u

ﬁ I

]
REPUBLIC OKILAHOMAN

BANK & TRUST

BOARD OF VISITORS 2011
Craig Abbott, M.D.

Mr. William “Bill” Cameron
Mr. Rod Davis

Mr. John Hargrave

Mr. Cal Hobson

Mr. Charles R. Hollingsworth
Ms. Mary Marks Jenkins

Ms. Lou C. Kerr

Mr. Lars Noble

Mr. Noah Roberts

Eric Sherburn, M.D.

Dr. Lucy Smith

Dr. CarolynThompsonTaylor
Mr. Reggie Whitten

Mr. Roy Williams
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CURATOR

PUBLICATTIONS
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Adrain, J. M., N. E. B. McAdams, and S. R. Westrop. Affinities of
the Lower Ordovician (Tulean: lower Floian) trilobite Gladiatoria,
with species from the Great Basin, western United States.
Memoirs of the Association of Australasian Palaeontologists
42:321-36.

Adrain, J. M., N. E. B. Mcadams, S. R. Westrop, andT. Karim.
Systematics and affinity of the Lower Ordovician (Tulean; lower
Floian) trilobite Psalikilopsis. Memoirs of the Association of
Australasian Palaeontologists 42:369-416.
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Archibald, J. D.,Y. P. Zhang, , A. Harper, and R. L. Cifelli.
Protungulatum, confirmed Cretaceous occurrence of an otherwise
Paleocene eutherian (placental?) mammal. Journal of Mammalian
Evolution 18:153-161.

Braun, J. K., L. J. Vitt, J. P. Caldwell, M. A. Mares, and M. A.
Revelez. Mammals from Le Flore County, Oklahoma. The
Southwestern Naturalist 56:410-417.

Braun, J. K., T. S. Eaton, and M. A. Mares. Marmota caligata.
Mammalian Species 884:155-171.

Braun, J. K., A. Johnson, and M. A. Mares. Tamias umbrinus.
Mammalian Species 889:216-227.

Brown, J. L., E. Twomey, A. Amezquita, M. Barboa de Souza, J. P.
Caldwell, S. Lotters, R. von May, P R. Melo-Sampaio, D. Mejia-
Vargas, P. Perez-Pena, M. Petter, E. H. Poelman, M. Sanchez-
Rodriguez, and K. Summers. A taxonomic revision of the
Neotropical frog genus Ranitomeya (Amphibia: Dendrobatidae).
Zootaxa 3083:1-120.

Caldwell, J. P. Book Review: Amazonia: landscape and species
evolution: a look into the past. The Quarterly Review of Biology
86:139-140.



Czaplewski, N. J. An owl pellet accumulation of small
Pliocene vertebrates from the Verde Formation, Arizona, USA.
Palaeontologia Electronica article number 14.3.30A.

Davis, B. M., and R. L. Cifelli. Reappraisal of the tribosphenidan
mammals from the Trinity Group (Aptian-Albian) of Texas and
Oklahoma. Acta Palaeontologica Polonica 56:441-462.

D’Angiolella, D., . Gamble, T. C. Avila-Pires, G. R. Colli, B. P.
Noonan, and L. J. Vitt. Anolis chrysolepis revisited: molecular
phylogeny and taxonomy of the Anolis chrysolepis species group
Duméril & Bibron, 1837 (Squamata: Polychrotidae). Bulletin of the
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology (Harvard University) 160:35-63.

DiMichele, W. A., C. B. Cecil, D. S. Chaney, S. D. Elrick, S. G.
Lucas, R. Lupia, W. J. Nelson, and N. J.Tabor. Pennsylvanian-
Permian vegetational changes in tropical Euramerica. Pp. 60-102
in Geology of the Pennsylvanian-Permian in the Dunkard Basin:
Guidebook, 76th Annual Field Conference of Pennsylvanian
Geologists (J. A. Harper, ed.), Washington, PA.

Eagle, R. A., T.Tutken, T. S. Martin, A. K. Tripati, H. C. Fricke, M.
Connely, R. L. Cifelli, and J. M. Eiler. Dinosaur body temperatures
determined from isotopic (13C-180) ordering in fossil
biominerals. Science 333:443-445.

Estébanes-Gonzalez, C. Sanchez-Hernandez, M. L. Romero-
Almaraz, and G. D. Schnell. Acaros parasitos de roedores de
Playa de Oro, Colima, Mexico. Parasitic and phoretic acari on
rodents from Playa de Oro, Colima, Mexico. Acta Zooldgica
Mexicana 27:169-176.

Gamble, T., A. M. Bauer, G. R. Colli, E. Greenbaum, T. R. Jackman,
L. J.Vitt, and A. M. Simons. Coming to America: multiple

origins of New World geckos. Journal of Evolutionary Biology
24:231-244. Published on line Dec. 3. DOI: 10.1111/j.1420-
9101.2010.02184.x.
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S PECTIATL

Peter Tirrell accepts the Rodeck award at MPMA.

MPMA

Associate Director Peter Tirrell
was named the 2011 recipient of
the Mountain-Plains Museums
Association’s (MPMA) Hugo G.
Rodeck Award of Excellence for
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ACHTIEVEMENTS &

significant service to the museum
field within the region served by the
association and to the association.

Named for one of the founders of
MPMA, the Rodeck Award is given
infrequently and only in recognition
of long and very distinguished
service. Recipients are noted for
their contributions to the field of
state, provincial and local history,
art, anthropology or natural history,
and are recognized nationally as
leaders in the profession.

The museum received first place
in the MPMA Publication Design
Competition for the Sam Noble
Educator’s Guide 2010-2011 in the
category of brochures and rack
cards for institutional budgets of
$250,000 and above.

An Award of Merit was given to
the Sam Noble Museum in the
Publication Design Competition
for “Logo/Stationery Promotional
Packet” in the category of
invitations, development or
promotional package.

OMA

The Oklahoma Museums
Association announced the Sam
Noble Museum'’s logo design as the
Best Promotional Piece in the 2011
Annual Awards Program. Design
credit goes to Hadley Jerman and
all who assisted with the research,
creation and promotion of the new
logo.

AWARDS



TRIBUTE TO CURATORS
In 2011, the museum bid farewell

to 3 highly accomplished curators,
Don Wyckoff, Laurie Vitt and Janalee
Caldwell.

June 10, 2011, was named Don
Wyckoff Day by the University

of Oklahoma Board of Regents
with a resolution recognizing
Wyckoff’'s many years of service
to the university and to the study
of archaeology in Oklahoma, his

Don Wyckoff

contributions to the understanding of
Oklahoma's prehistoric past, and for
his passionate teaching of students
and avocational archaeologists alike.

Wyckoff was the recipient of the

Rip Rapp Archaeological Geology
Award from the Geological Society
of America. The Caddo Nation
honored him during the annual
Caddo Conference at Fort Smith, Ark.
The tribe presented

performed on his behalf.

In December, the Sam Noble
Museum said “Adios” and “Boa
Sorte” to Curator of Reptiles Laurie
Vitt and Curator of Amphibians
Janalee Caldwell. Both began
working when the museum was
housed in the Stovall building and
were among the original employees
who made the transition to the new

Wyckoff with a

plaque recognizing
his contributions to
the understanding of
Caddoan prehistory.
He was also presented
with a traditional
blanket and a shawl
for his wife, Ruth, and
an Honor Dance was

Laurie Vitt and Janalee Caldwell
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state-of-the-art facility in 2000.

After 21 years of exceptional service,
Vitt retired from the museum to
focus on his research on the biology
of reptiles in Latin America. Caldwell
plans to continue her research on
the ecology and systematics of
amphibians during retirement.

In the 1980s, Vitt was elected to the
Brazilian Academy of Sciences, his
most esteemed recognition. In 2003,
his excellent work in herpetology
resulted in his selection as a George
Lynn Cross Research Professor, the
highest research award given by the
University of Oklahoma. In 2007, Vitt
received the Distinguished Alumnus
Award at Western Washington
University.

During her 21 years at the museum,
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Caldwell’s research in the Brazilian
Amazon resulted in the discovery
of many new frog species and
documented interesting aspects
of the ecology and behavior of
amphibians. She has been called
the Jane Goodall of frogs for her
remarkable body of work.

In 2004, she was presented the
University of Oklahoma Regents’
Award for Superior Accomplishment
in Research and Creative Activity,
and in 2010, she was named
Distinguished Alumna of Miami High
School, in Miami, Okla.

As academics, they were
accomplished, as curators, they were
highly respected, and as members
of the community, they will all be
missed.

CONTACT

Sam Noble Museum
University of Oklahoma
2401 Chautauqua Avenue
Norman, Oklahoma 73072

www.snomnh.ou.edu
405.325.4712 (phone)
405.325.7699 (fax)

Find us on Facebook!
Follow us on Twitter!
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