ver his 42-year career at the

University of Oklahoma, biology
professor Gary D. Schnell developed a
reputation for tardiness. Colleagues joked
that they altered meeting notices until
Schnell figured out the pattern and just
came later.

Schnell was spot on time Tuesday afternoon as
friends, colleagues and former students gathered
to wish him and his wife, Mary Sue Schnell, well
on his university retirement. He has the record of
being the longest-serving faculty member in the
Department of Biology (formerly zoology). He
surpassed Teague Self’s record by two years.

“He loves meetings. He gets there late, but once
he gets there, you can’t get him out,” joked Michael
Mares, director of the Sam Noble Museum.

Mares and other colleagues praised Schnell’s record
of scholarship, service to the state, his discipline
and his role in the museum’s founding. He retires

as professor of biology and curator of birds at the
museum. Schnell twice served as interim museum
director.

“He was an unsung hero,” Mares said.“l don’t think
anybody tops Gary in terms of service.”

The biology department presented Schnell with a
painting and announced the naming of a Richards
Hall conference room in his honor. A fund has been
established to maintain the room, with many former
students contributing.

Schnell’s research interests have included birds,
mammals, rodents and beetles. Biology department

Farewell to

Curator,
Gary Schnell

BY ANDY RIEGER, EXECUTIVE EDITOR, THE NORMAN TRANSCRIPT

chair Randy Hewes said Schnell has brought in
more than $11 million in grants and contracts since
coming to OU and has 101 publications and 315 un-
refereed publications and reports.

“He has had a very remarkable career. OU is a
better place for it. His students are better off for it,”
Hewes said.

Schnell served as an assistant professor from 1970
to 1975, associate professor from 1975 to 1983,
and was promoted to full professor in 1983.At the
museum, Schnell was curator of birds during his
OU employment. He also directed the Oklahoma
Biological Survey from 1978 to 1999.

Schnell received the Regent’s Award for Superior
Accomplishment in Professional and University
Service in 1982, the Robert L. Packard Outstanding
Educator Award, the Southwestern Association of
Naturalists in 1994, was inducted into the Oklahoma
Higher Education Hall of Fame and has an honorary
doctor of science degree from Central Michigan
University.

College of Arts and Sciences Dean Paul Bell said the
fact that Schnell was tenured in only three years was
indicative of Schnell’s scholarship and service.

“I've certainly found being a teacher to be fulfilling,”
Schnell said.“It has been a wonderful career”

o L
Above Top: Schnell
in Colima, 2009.

Above: Field Crew in
Colima, Mexico, 2009.

Above: Camp site in Colima,
Mexico, near “Fire Volcano.” 2009
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NEWS

Grant Awarded to Museum

Thanks to a $149,956 grant from the federal Institute of Museum and Library Services, the Sam Noble Museum at the
University of Oklahoma will initiate a three-year project to inventory, catalog and database artifacts and associated
archives from two important collections: 272 sites recovered by the Works Progress Administration from 1934-1942
and seven sites of the Spiro Mounds Group.The Sam Noble Museum’s Collection of Archaeology includes at least

80 percent of all prehistoric and early contact-period material recovered from Oklahoma, and is composed of more
than 5,000,000 artifacts. The grant will support exemplary stewardship of the museum’s archaeology collection by
promoting the use of technology to facilitate discovery of knowledge and cultural heritage, and supporting the care

and management of the collection to expand and sustain access for current and future generations.

Museum Hits 2 Millionth Visitor

CONGRAT
ONOUR

S
2,000,000 VISITOR!

David and Gloria Fox with Pam MclIntosh, Sam Noble Museum

The Sam Noble Museum celebrated its 2 millionth visitor July 3. David Fox and his wife, Gloria Fox, walked into the
museum looking forward to exploring an attraction they had wanted to visit for years.

Fox was greeted by dozens of faculty, staff and volunteers cheering and congratulating him as the 2 millionth
visitor to the museum. Fox, of Claremore, was given a gift basket containing a dozen Oklahoma treasures,
including a Native American blanket, local chocolates, a stuffed buffalo and a family membership to the museum.
The 12 keepsake items represented the |2 collections housed at the museum.

The 2 millionth visitor reflects the number of visits the museum has received since the new facility was built

in 2000 on 2401 Chautauqua Ave.The Sam Noble Museum inspires minds to understand the world through
collection-based research, interpretation and education.
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Museum
Recelves
Awards

Museums from across the state gathered in Shawnee,
Okla., Sept. 26 through 28 for the Oklahoma Museums
Association’s annual conference. More than 200 people
attended, including staff, volunteers, board members and

students of Oklahoma museums.

At the Oklahoma Museums Association Annual
Conference Awards Luncheon on Sept. 28, the Sam
Noble Museum won two awards in the categories

of Newsletters for the Spring 2012 Newsletter and in
Interpretive Exhibits for Warrior Spirits: Indigenous Arts of
New Guinea. The luncheon was held at Oklahoma Baptist

University’s Geiger Center.

The mission of the Oklahoma Museums Association is to
assist Oklahoma museums with their efforts to educate,
inform and entertain. The conference is one of the
many programs and services OMA offers to Oklahoma

museums.

QUTSTANDING NEVSLETTER

oursTavon
) S0ons

wiReTVERmT
$500000 and over |

‘Warrior Spis: Indgenous Ares 1 il
From Ppua New Guinea Avirdedto
e 810 bk Okshonn
8m Noble Oklahona Muscun of Neturel History
Museun of Neturl Hitory m

m

alendar

ecelves
ecognition

Sherri Isbell and John Sarantakos, University of Oklahoma
Printing Services with Hadley Jerman, Sam Noble Museum

Seventy-eight printed pieces submitted by 37
organizations were selected from 452 entries as
winners in this year’s In-Print Competition, co-
sponsored by International Publishing Management
Association and In-Plant Graphics magazine. University
of Oklahoma Printing Services received nine awards,
among them a Silver award for the Sam Noble
Museum’s 2012 Native American Calendar.

The contest was open to all U.S. printing in-plants.
The winners each year are selected by five printing
industry experts from all around the country.
Selection criteria is based on the quality of printing
and design. OU Printing Services currently is the
most award-winning university printer in the nation,

with a total of 174 awards.
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EVENTS

Discovery Lab

Dolls, Dancers

and Deities

=

Kachinas from Dancers and Deities exhibit

10 a.m. to Noon, Saturday, Nov. 3
Grades | through 3

In this fun workshop, kids will learn about kachinas in
Southwestern culture through stories, artifacts and
exhibits! They will visit the museum’s new temporary
exhibit, Selected Works from the James T. Bialac Native
American Art Collection, and have a chance to make their

own kachina figure.

Discovery Labs are designed for children and youth who
love science, culture and natural history! Participants can
explore museum galleries and collections, meet scientists,
do real field work and get hands on with crafts and
science experiments! Space is limited and pre-registration
is required.To enroll, please call (405) 325-1008.

Cost: Members $10, Non-members $15
Registration Deadline: October 26

Holiday
Happening

DECEMBER 6

5:30 TO 8:30 P.M.
FREE ADMISSION!

here can you see a
mammoth in a Santa
hat along with Santa posing
for photos with dinosaurs? The
Sam Noble Museum is the place
where the holidays take on
Jurassic proportions!

At Holiday Happening, enjoy

holiday-themed crafts, story
times, entertaiment, discounts
in the museum store, and more!
Bring a canned food item to
donate to Food and
Shelter Inc. and enter

to win great prizes!

Sam Noble Museum
2401 Chautauqua Ave.
Norman, OK e (405) 325-4712

www.snomnh.ou.edu

The University of Oklahoma is an equal op-
portunity institution. For information, or for
accommodations on the basis of disability,
please call (405) 325-4712.




Hohday
Happening

N

Visitor, Terra Tregarthen with Santa

5:30 to 8:30 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 6

Join the Sam Noble Museum for a holiday celebration to
remember! Admission is free, and visitors will enjoy live
holiday music, crafts, storytelling and shopping throughout

the evening.

Santa Claus will be present to hear children’s holiday
wishes and pose for pictures.The museum’s Discovery
Room will be open, and the dinosaur mascots, Spike and
Slash, will be there to meet guests. The Great Hall will be
filled with free craft stations for kids, story times and live

musical entertainment.

The museum also is accepting donations of gifts for
children and teens and non-perishable food items on
behalf of Food and Shelter Inc. All attendees who donate
will be entered to win a $50 gift card to Excavations. For

more information, visit www.snomnh.ou.edu.

Spikes Club:

Buggin’ Out!

Are you ready to get buggy? Discover a world where
insects and spiders rule as we investigate the science of
butterflies, beetles and other crawly creatures up close!
We will learn all about how entomologists study insects,
and explore the museum’s new exhibit, Bugs: Outside the

Box!

Each session meets once a week for six weeks beginning
Jan.29 and 31 and focuses on investigating our natural
world and discovering the amazing stories unfolding all
around us. Students explore our galleries, study museum
objects from our collections, play games, get creative with
craft and science projects, and have fun! Participants will
receive a special Spike’s Club T-shirt (one shirt per school
year). Space is limited and pre-registration is required. To
enroll, please call (405) 325-1008.

Cost: Members $35, Non-members $45
Member registration begins Monday, Nov. 21;
Non-member registration begins Monday, Dec. 5
Registration deadline Jan. 22

Participants investigate insects
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Coming Soon!

Bugs: Outside the Bowx,
on exhibit Feb.2 through May 12




